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Article published Jul 16, 2006
Education, activism
Administratorteacheschildrenof Latinomigrantworkers

FRENCH CAMP - Raul More’s class called out vocabulary words In unison between taldng
turns reading about ancient Olmec and Mayan cultures in their social studies book at
French Camp Elementary School last week.

‘Continent.’

‘Migrated.’

Students chuckled when Morn stopped to help a student practice sounding out the V
sound in ‘variety..’

But the jIbes have no sting, because all the fifth- and sixth-graders In this summer class for
the children of migrant workers know firsthand how hard ft can be for native Spanish
speakers to use the V sound when speaking English, he said.

‘They know that we’re playing, and ft’s out of caiino, outof love,’ Morn said.
Morn, 38, would notbe working at French Camp this summer if ft were not for his affection
for students. After all, helpIng elementary school students catch up on work theymissed
while on the move with their parents Is not part of Morn’s job description as dean of students
at Manteca High School.

But students such as these who need extra help to succeed are just the kind of students
Morn became an educator to help.
He made that decision when he was working as a campus monftor at Lodi High School and
saw many young and smart Latino students struggling to stay In school, he said.

‘They were dropping out like files,’ he said. He thought he could help them stay.

The son of two teachers, Morn began teaching in the Stockton Unified School District in
1996 before moving to the Manteca Unified School District when he became vice principal
at French Camp Elementary School In 2000. In 2004, he took ajob at Manteca High School
as dean of students, an administrative job that Includes enacting discipline.

‘He’s a great guy. If you need help with anything, he’s right there for you,’ said Marco
Benftez, 17. Benftez did not like Morn before they met face to face, but they got to talking
and became friends, Benftez said. ‘Every day, I used to go up and talk to him.’

Benftez said Morn expelled him for fighting, but the two keep In touch.

‘He’s stiul involved in my education,’ Benftez said.
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Mora saidhis parentsandtheirdevotionto educationandcommunityactivism helpedhim
makethedecisionto work in education.

Theysaidtheytried to instill in Mora thatdevotion,andthey seeit in his work.

“You haveto give backto the community.... You can’tstoplooking back,andyou haveto
rememberwhereyou camefrom,” saidhis mother,Linda Mora, programdirectorat El
Conci)io, the Council for theSpanishSpeaking,andpresidentof theCoalition of Mexican-
AmericanOrganizations.

“I think he understandsthebalancebetweeneducationandcommunityactivism,” shesaid.

When Latino studentsmarchedwith thousandsin SanJoaquinCounty- joining the
hundredsof thousandsof protestersdemonstratingagainstabill Houseof Representative
crackingdownon illegal immigrantsthis spring- Mora helpedstudentsorganizearally at
MantecaHigh.

It gavestudentsaway to beheardwithout participatingin unsuperviseddemonstrations-
studentsat the rally presenteda letterof their concernsto a representativeof Sen.Dianne
Feinstein’soffice - but it alsogavestudentswho choseto marchachanceto be more
informed,he said.
‘That whole messageof theassemblyis thatyou needto educateyourself,” he said. “Then
you’regoingto beapartof yourcommunity.”

In thefuture, Mora saidhewantsto organizea youthconferencefor studentsof all
backgrounds.

He alsohelpsstudentsin thefederalMigrant EducationProgramgo ontrips to Washington,
D~C.

Mora is a“hands-on”administrator,saidBob Lee,MantecaUnified’s directorof secondary

education.

“Raul really empowershis studentsto be active participants,notjustparticipants,”he said.

At summerschoolin FrenchCamp,thefirst thing Mora did with his classwas establisha
connectionto his studentsby askingthemto write theirautobiographies,saidAdrianaSolis,
an aidein his classroom.

He is involvedwith thestudents,andthey respondby learningthe material,shesaid.

“He alwaysdoessomethingto getthem energized,”shesaid.

ContactreporterZacharyK. Johnsonat (209) 833-1142or zjohnson@recordnet.com
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